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Year Zero
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“Red dot fever”
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The Interesting Bits
• Using quality data

• Planning for change

• Making it look good
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Data
Using quality data
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.shp
Shapefile is common, like dirt
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Natural Earth Data

http://sta.mn/q4t
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OpenStreetMap
Like Wikipedia but with maps
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OSM →
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Data
• Shapefiles are common and universal, 

especially at small scales.

• OpenStreetMap is an evolving resource 
for higher scales.
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Change
Handling data as resource, data as flow
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http://sta.mn/dn
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Change
• The web assumes data as a resource, 

with short-lived requests for bounded things.

• You can fake a stream by cutting it into parts.
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Design
Putting good-looking pixels on the web
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Mapnik
High quality, open source rendering
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http://sta.mn/63h
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http://sta.mn/n6
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http://sta.mn/fc
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http://sta.mn/js
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TileCache
Serving map images
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http://sta.mn/n4
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Protovis
Putting data in your markers
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var vis = new pv.Panel()
    .width(150)
    .height(150);

vis.add(pv.Bar)
    .data([1, 1.2, 1.7, 1.5, .7])
    .bottom(0)
    .width(20)
    .height(function(d) d * 80)
    .left(function() this.index * 25);

vis.render();

http://sta.mn/8d
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http://sta.mn/8r

65

http://sta.mn/8r
http://sta.mn/8r


http://sta.mn/y3
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Design
• Draw with Mapnik

• Serve with TileCache

• Make better markers with Protovis
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Hurricane Tracker
Putting it all together in a single project
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Thank You
Michal Migurski, Stamen Design
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